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INTRODUCTION
First published by Southeast Asian-centric online
news portal, New Naratif last April 13, 2022 under the
title “Learning in Lockdown” (https://newnaratif.
com/learning-in-lockdown), this piece examines the
quality of education received by Persons With
Disabilities during the lockdown period brought about
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Our son, who is on the Autism Spectrum, lost the in-
person social and emotional support he was receiving
from his teachers when the pandemic forced a shift
towards remote learning. As parents, we worked to
mitigate its effects—but not all families in the
Philippines can afford to do the same for children with
disabilities.

TERMS
• Neurodivergent: People whose brains function

differently from what is considered normal or
standard, such as people living with autism orADHD

• Neurotypical: Person with no developmental
issues
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• Self-regulation: When a person can manage their
emotions on their own and keep inappropriate
behavior in check

• Sound sensitivities:Aversion to loud or sudden noises

NOTES
• For communities and advocates, a more person-

centered term is preferred, but for the education
sector, Special Education is the term currently
being used. However, following passage of the Law
for Inclusive Education (RA 11650) last March,
there may soon be a change in terminologies. The
law mandates that Special Education Centers
become Inclusive Learning Resource Centers, for
example. However, as of writing, the Implementing
Rules and Regulations for RA 11650 have yet to be
crafted, and seeing as the Marcos Administration
has allotted zero budget towards Special Education,
it is yet to be seen how effective this law will be in
addressing deficits being experienced by LWDs
(Learners With Disabilities.)

• Some interview dialogues have been edited for
length and clarity.
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• Page 3, panel 1 is based on the experiences of a
6-year-old student in Bohol province who has to
walk 600 meters from his house to a hilltop to get
decent mobile internet signals. (source: https://
newsinfo.inquirer.net/1334660/glitches-bug-
digital-learning?fbclid=IwAR2c1Vj9Xgr1mtbub
1Y-bYDv5PhyR61SMc3ELtypP2C9l4ev-
iU5WKedOR0)

• Page 4, panel 2 shows a group of schoolchildren
helping each other answer printed modules
provided by the Department of Education. (source:
https://international.thenewslens.com/article/
1 4 2 5 3 7 ? f b c l i d = I w A R 2 i Z I w f 9 x r z 3
AzIB9L2wln3WYckpeW4S23m4xaHI98GyLd
5ipS_Tir3UhU )
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